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| rt, In the Book concerning the order of Faſting, for the 

averting of God's s heavy ;, PA upon matiy places' of 
this Realm; which Faſt was appointed to. be obſerved with- 
in the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and places adjacent, 
| on Wedneſday the 12th. of July (fo called and borti there and in 

all parts of this Realm, on the firſt Vedneſday in ha! 4, N e 

Ce. Tt ſe following Confeſli ions and open acknowledgeniei ents of 
| the cailſe3 of this heavy Viſitation, are very remarkable, nd (@- 
| riouſly to be laid to heart; by both Rulers, Prieſts and g esp Los 
| are concerned therein, as that with ſpeed they ought co repent 
| and turn from thoſe canſes, and endeavour the rectifj ing of chat 


hath been amiſs, ind make reffitution while yet there remains a 
little (pace of breathing, that 18 thereupon, both this tetnpora) 
Judgement, and eterna | wrath aud miſery may be eſcaped, where 
yet there remains, any place af repentance, _ 

Obſerve, that in the warning given'of the Faſt, its givenin theſe 


over 8 en the 44 


words, viz, And zich penifent SJ | 1 unto God to furn 

| theſe Pl neg |! ua, we thou | 

and ſinful lives 2 NY are to take 
heed that they ſpend n. Vis, of the „ pa- 
Fimes, idlene 0 | ; es, lacibions 
wantonneſſe, furfeiftng 02, da ich and other ſius 
ol our Nation, the heavy 8 leaſure ed Wath af Fee 
upon vs. And that among thePrayecs in theh eta to 7 70 by the 

People after the Miniſfer, its thus confeſſed, 27s, #63. franc 

. greCions multiplied againf thee as the land of the Wes ſhoe, 
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we 


and we will pꝛaiſe thy Namo, and theſe Judge. 

ns to look every man into the plague of bis own heart, that being 
cleanſed from all our ſins, we may ſerve thee with pure hearts 
all our dayes, & c. Now as for theſe Confeſſions before, they are 


bt eur life into the ſavour of death umto us all, ec. O let us live, 
ements ſball teach 


very true and remarkable; and theſe great abominations and cry- 


ing fins, which greatly abound in this Nation, both among Prieſts 
and very many of their followers and upholders, have great! 

provoked the moſt High, and grieved his holy Spirit, and „ell 
the righteons ſouls of his people, who cannot joyn nor have unity 
with fach a Church and Prieſthood as this, that's guilty of ſuch 
groſs iniquity and provocations againſt God, as theſe mentioned 
are; which have even pierc'd the very Heavens, which whilſt you 
(that are ſo deeply concerned herein, do pray to be cleanſed from 
all your fins, and to ſerve God with pure hearts all your dayes) do 
neither really endeavour ſo to be cleanſed, by can to do thoſe 
wicked acts whereof you are guilty, and inclining to the witneſs 
of Truth in your conſciences, that in ſecret reprehends and re- 
proves you, ner yet beſieves that ſucha ſtate is attainable in this 


Hfe by any, as the being cleanſed from alt your fins, and ferving | 


God with pure hearts 0 or your Prieſts believeit not, but oppoſe 
it, though they pray for it) how can you but have the Plague in 
your own hearts, they being given up to rebellion and hardne(s?and 
how can yon but fear death and i eee ny both of 
the loft and proud ones, Prieſts and People art gr ee 
with the fear of, who thereupon bade fled from theſe Cities of 
Londin and Weſtminſter, and have left the poor and oppreſſed in it, 
where many of the ſervants of Chrift called ©wakers-do til lyè in 
priſons and naſty hoſes, meerly for their confcence towards God, 
forafſemhling together in his fear: and worſhip im Spirit; for which 
many are ſeſtenced for Baniſpment into ftrange and forreign re- 
mote Plantations, from their native places and Relations, and en- 


deayours have been much uſed for the tranſporting of them (ſome 


of which being already Shipt away from hence) Oh, the great op- 
prefſeons, and both unchriſtian and inbumant proctellingę ard uſage 
that many have met withal upon this accotine, boch by their Jon, 

impriſonment, and ſo'many being croudet together in priforis nigh 
a year after they were ſentenced, that for want of convenient 
room and accomodation,” being ſo crouded up and opprefſedin 


INS 


| ſuch 


theſe greatevils which Jou are gude of, which your bar 
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Another courſe is lately taken with near 60. of them, tending more 
ſpeedily and biddenly to deſtroy & kill the poor innocent Lambs, 
in their being forced on Ship-board by rude ſouluiers and others, 
into an inſufficient old leaking Veſſel, intended for their Tranſporta- 
tion, here they eannot lye dry in their beds, and here alſo the 


deck is ſo low Over them, that they are fain to creep under itz 


ñince which four of the Priſoners, died on Slũp · board, and many 
more of themare ſickzand this was ſince the obſervation of the {aid 
Faft: but do youthink that this Faſt or obfervation of a day, will 
either avert God's heavy Judgements, or be accepted of him, 
whilſt his innocent ſervants are thus perſecuted as ſheep for the 
{laughter, for the true and ſpiritual worſhip, when inſtead of looſe 
ing cheir bands, and removing their heavy burthens, and letting 
them who are oppreſſed go free, their bond ds and burthens are made 


* 


ſtronger and heavier, when as you ſhould have removed their hea- 
vy burdens, and releaſed them out of priſons, which you have 


not, ſo as the Cry of their fad ſufferings. remains agzinſt 
when as the Lord faid by his Prophet, 1/2. 58. It not . 
I bave chofen, 10 looſe the bands of wickedneſe, to undo the beay 


dens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and. 10 break, eve i: 


not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and to bring tbe poor t bat 2 e | F 
zo thy houſe, and to cover the naked, &c. But where is th Falt 
ſerved among you? and how do you manifeſt any 
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feſſions, without a real forſaking of them, will never of 
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miſſion to you at the hand of the righteous God. Aud, Oh the 
the hardneſs of heart, and want of pity and Chriſtianit 
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C24 Finthis Nation >ft men one to another in theſe times of di. 
GIL eb pl NES. hom ſar | they are from obſerving the true 
Fi wherein there ſneuld be a ehre ſtrife, craelty & oppreſſan, 
5 which eauſeth the Land to mournyand greatly incurs the diſpleaſimt 
7 of God againſt this City and Nation, whilft as is conteſted. in che 
' . order of thefaid appointed Faſt, concerning the miſery and di- 
ſtreſs of a number of hungry ſouls in many places, either aimoſt 
farving for lack of food, being fick with eating umrholſum meats, 
25 it's faid, ſo that even hardneſs of heart is greatly apparent ĩn the 
members of England: Church one againſt another, who are not Ly 
willing either to harbour or entertain one another in their houſes 
in times of diſtreſs; the Egyptian fear having ſo univerſally ſeined 
upon the ſpirits of men in this day, and even the read and hverov's 
of dtutb purſues the guiley on every hand. Oh that men would 
be awakened to ſee what poverty, miſeries and calamitiet ap- 
prcach chis City and Nation which F (if the Lord: prevent not,) 
wilt greatly make for its undoing, which are occalioned through 
their great provoextivny agrinſſ God) , which though they neither 
repent nor feformi yet am made to confeli them in part, as che 
2g eauſe of Gods anger now appearing againſt them : A alſiu im that 
E Exhortationfirfor the time (as is (aid) annexed to the Prayers iti 
chefaid Book, in thieſe worde, vi. In theſe evil dayes-of ours; 
.. nr tranfgreCCions in number moze, and: in degrüe moze hahe __ 
then thoſe of Iſreh have filled full the meaſure oł᷑ iniquity;: and 
© canſed God to 11 full th cup of dis. math, and given us the 
deavlp wine to dzink: The people of Iſrae] required meata fo; ? 
their liſts, and the people of England nourich thetr lixffs fox their 
cats, giving over themſelves to ſurfeiting and dzunkenneſſe; 
bete that make their belly their God, and their 
thame, are become a by-wozd to neighbour: Pat ions, 4 
em delly⸗chear, &c. Which Conſeſſion is very true 18 
Febis Nation, but eſpecially ofthe Prieſts,” who many - 
UTE ending Examples to the people, both in Glmrony and 
ec. making their belly their God; inſomuch, that 
em are become the common and Tabie talk therein of 
jEvalgar fert, who are their own followers e ſe that weate not iS 
to be blamed, nor daght to be perſcented as: we ar; r not Joyning 3 
with them in worſhip, or not conforming with them, they being 
thus filthy and abominable in theit᷑ lives and converſations;-(0- as 
YEP 8 men 
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men cannot in truth nor reaſon look upon chat to be a true 
Church, that's either madeup of ſuch Members, or hath ſich for 


its Leaders: And now if after the Biſhops and Priefts have laid 


down theſe groſs evils mentioned, which are in their own 
Church, as the cauſe of Gods diſpleaſures in ſending forth this Peſti- 
lence, they would lay the: cauſe elſewhere, upon all the diſſenters 
from them, ind fo put it from themſelves, or any of them, and ſay 
it's becauſe they haye not rid the Nation of for baniſhed) the 
| and other Seftaries, that ſtrive with their Princes and 
Prieſts (as is ſaid) &c. This will neither clear, F cover them, 
vrhilſt both their own Confeſſions here mentioned, and the great 
fear of death by this Calamity that hath ſurprized many, of both 
the Prieſts and their followers (divers of the great Prieſts of Lon- 
don being fled upon it, and left their Flocks, and left poor Curates, 
or ſuch like Hirelings behind them) this doth manifeſt how deeply 
they are concerned in the cauſe of the preſent Calamity.” As allo 
its „ e unrighteous and falſe judgement to impure the cauſe 
to their not ſending the Duakers out of the Land, whenas this 
Peſtilence did not appear in this City (nor was this Nation troubled 


with jt for ſeveral years before) till there was 4 going about to 
baniſh Ils called Q«zkers; and for the accomplithing whereof, our | 


Perſecutors have not been wanting in their endeavours: ho 4 
as they have encreaſed their cruelty againſt us, the Plague hath 
encreafed, and the Lord hath apparently many times, croſſed, ob- 
ſtructed and confounded them iu their undertakings,” when they 
have gone about to ſend ſome of us away, though bande ofheatt, 


pride and violence hath fo much taken place, that they will nor ä 


ſee, but purſue and perſetute the Innocent, t Plague. 
Calamities be increaſed upon them to their ruine, if they ſtop t 

in theſe harſn and cruel proceedings againſt us, who are tnocen 
and clear from any ſedition or evil deportment, either await 
Prince or Nation, though very unjuſtly we have hee often ac-- 
cuſed in this particular, and almoſt upon every f dort o 

any ſedition or Plot, we have been the people liable; 
unjuſtly to be impriſone d, without any ground,” realon, or ab! 
- tate colour thereof againſt us; but herein we partake 


of God his ſufferings, who 8 alt, ven ko des 
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by his perſecutors, not only as a Blaſpbemer, but as a f, Per- 
Jon, as making himſelf a King, and ſo for being an enemy to Ceſar, 
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whenas his Kingdom was not of this world; ſo the Prieſts and 
Rulers joyned together in Enmity appr him, and he. was hated 
by chem without a cauſe, as we are. { N. alba it has been cu 
ſtomary to the Prieſts in our age to exalt themſelves over others 
by the help of the Magiſtrates, and to mix their own intereſts 
with che Princes (accufing people with ſtriving with their Princes, 
and with their Prieſts ) and ſo to accuſe others with fedition, as if 

they were clear themſelves; yet, who have been more forward to 
- preach up War, and louder Trumpets to ſtir the people up to 
tight then many of them have been? When they have been jealous 
that,that fide would not ſervetheir turn, that, they have preached 
againſt and curſed; as alſo, upon every change of Government, 
how have they turned their tale, and changed their form of Wor- 
ſhip, and endeavoured to ingratiate themſelves into favour with 
them chat were (or like to be) the uppermoſt, and all for their 
on ends; let the Nation herein teſtiſie againſt them: | 

Again, its thus confeſſed, vis. Jn ſam, the hols Moꝛd of God, 
and the Ptniftry thereof, is not juſtly reberenced, bat deſpiſed 3 
bis holy Sacraments. either totally neglected oz abuſed in many 
places, neither rightly adminiffred noz teceived, Sc. The holp. 
Service and publick wozlhip of God, in the beauty of holineſs, 
not frequented as it ought, &c. - Wo,” 

To which I ay, indeed it's very true; the holy Word of God, 
and the true Miniſtry, (which is not of man, nor by man, but ap- 
pointed and ſeut of God) has been very much deſpiſed, and the 
true Miniſters perſecuted and impriſoned, by che means or cauſe of 
ſach as are made Minifters by the will of man, and their upholders, 
who are like-Prieſts"and like people, many of them given to ſur- 
feitiug drunkenneſs, making their belly their God, and to idleneſs, 
2 of Taverns and Alehouſes, lacivious, wantonneſs, c. 


asis canfefſed, whom we cannot look upon to be ia the beanty of 
Holineſs, nor in the holy ſervice or worſhip of God therein; for 
who can lake a clean thing out of an unclean? And as for the 
word S. „ it was reckoned by ſome of the Learned, to be- 


long co Die things, who put Sacrament for Myſtery, which is 
not outward or.carnal things; but if your Sacraments (ſo called) 
in wan places, be neither rightly adminiſtred nor received, it is a 
very fad. and unreaſonable thing to compel peaple to receive 
them were they are not rightly adminifred, or elſe to make mob 

; i - Tuner 
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ſuffer impriſonment or ſpoyling of their Goods, for not frequent- 
ing your Pariſh-Chnrches (ſo called) when in many of them chere 
areno right adminiſtrators of thoſe things you would force men 
| to, butſuch as are in hypocrifie and ſuperſtition, ( is is afterward 
| confeſſed) again, its added, viz. The ton of God is inbaded, 
ge Rnd nn Ap 
a p20 and ſaer p 2 &. ; 
To which Ianſwer, many ſuch things have the Priefts brought 
forth, & pretended for their own ends,as if their concernment heres 
in were Gods concernment for them; but they were Robbers af 
God in the time of the Law, who with-held che Tythes from the 
Storebauſe, where the Fatherleſs, Widows, and Strangers were alſo 
co be relieved out of them, Deut. 14. and fo whilſt the Law for 
Tythes, upon a Divine account, is owned by the Prieſts to be ſtill 
in force (though many of them have laid down that Plea) are not 
they guiley herein of this Robbery and Sacriledge (as they count it) 
and fo condemned out of their own mouths, whilſt they claim 
. Tythes by Gods Law, but will not ſuffer them to be diſpoſed of 
according to the end for which they were firſt given; for inthe 
time of the Law it was ſaid, Ye have robbed God in Tythes and Of 
ferings, bring ye all the Tythes to the Store-bouſe, e. Mal. 3. And 
i What havock and ſpoyle have they made of many poor men, both 
in their perſons and Eſtates, by impriſoning many and ſpoyling 
cheir Goods, far beyond the value of the Tythes demanded, for 
, that they for conſcience ſake could not put into their. months, 
nor pay them Tythes, to ſatisſie their greedy inſatiable defires, 
they judging that they have no right to them by the Law of God, 
for many reaſons ; and that they proceeded from the Pope, in their 
being impoſed for the uſe of the Prieſts; for before were th 
| not deemed pure Alms > whilſt they were a free gift to the Chur 
? (that was then) and for the relief of the poor in it (from whence | 
was that ſaying in ſome old Laws derived, vis. of their ig due 
to God and holy Church) till the Clergy robbed the Po 
curingthem into their own hands, by the force of LA de 
| the times of Apoſtacy, wherein the profeſſed Chriſtiag®*becar 
ö eſtranged from the Life and — of the true Chriltians and 
11 Miniſters. And while they force both the Tythes from people, 
| and from many take more by manifold then the Tythe amounts 
to, why do they blame others for Lay, when they have ſo 
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cauſed the whole Nation to groan under their covetous practices 
and Antichriſtian yoaks, they being againſt Chriſt, and repugnant 
to his Law, and the innocent Example of his Miniſters, ſo that the 
earth is grown fo fick of them, that its ready to vomit them out, 
as it hath done, with many that went in their ſteps before them, 
and will do with all the workers of iniquity and Oppreſſors, who 
are partakers with them; againſt whom let the great cry of oppreſ- 
ſion teſtifie in moſt Country Goals in this Nation, wherein man 

of the Innocent ſervants of Chriſt deeply ſuffered, either beca 
they cannot joyn with them in their worſhip, or maintainthem. 
And againft theſe Oppreſſors and _—_— (who have ated more 
like ravening Wolves, then either like God's People, or Sheep of 
his Paſture) we muſt confeſs Chriſt in principle and example, as he 
hath changed the Priefthood of Levi, and diſanulled the Law and 
Commandement which upheld the Tythes, Offerings, and Altars. 
See Heb.7,8,9, roth. Chapters. And in the Light and Spirit of our 
God we know an Altar, one Offering, and 2 Tabernacle, Sanduary, 
or Hozſe that's Heavenly, which is the ſubſtance or Antitype and 
end of the outward or worldly Sanctuary, Temple, Tythes, Offer- 
ings, carnal Ordinances, cc. 

And moreaver it's added, viz. Our hypocrifts ard ſuperſtition, 
open pzofaneneſs, and irretigion again# God himſelf, and gene» 
rally foz our diſlolute and licentious and unchs iſt ian conver- 
ſation of all ſezts (moſt diredly contrarp to the righteous Laws 
and great Examples of the moſt holy Jeſus our Lozd) the Name 
of Pod is polluted, and his bloffed Goſpel 8vil ſpoken of among 
the advterfaries of Truth, thzough us; ſo that we nid ſ@k no 
further, the canſe is apparent why the Plagne is bꝛoken ant a- 
mongſt us, God having thzeatnedus in his Wozd as the people 
ol Iirael, that becauſe we will not obep the voice of the Lo2d to 
do all hig andements and his Dzdinances which he come 
mand de will \mito us with a Conſumption, and with a 
Fever, "Md with burning Agae, and eauſs-the Pecttlence to 
tleabe uo us, until be bath conſamed us from the L and; and 
thus ok the cauſe of the Poſfflence. © 7 0h 
No you that have ſuch a large Confeffion, and who are herein 
guilty, both of hypocriſie and ſuperſtition, open profanentſs, and 
moſt unchriſtian converſation, of all ſorts, &c, which is the appa- 
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robbed, ſpoyled and oppreſſed them, and have even nech 
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will ſtand againſt you in the Judgement, if you go on in that in- 


" 
<a 
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ful ſtate, and perſiſt in your unchriſtian converſation , Which 


| greatly appears in your unchriſtian proceeding againſt ſich as are 

| of tender conſciences, to impriſonment and baliſhment who diſſent 

from you, which they have ground enough for, againſt you, whilſt 
| you ac thus directly contrary to Chrifts example, who came non 
to deſtroy men lives, but to ſave them; and if you do not reform from 
theſe great iniquities and abominat ions, to remove your ſins out 
of the fight of God (which you confeſs to be the remedy that re- 
mains) but till go in your unchriſtian converſation of all ſorts, in 
| which is included, your perſecuting and oppreſſing the Innocent, and 
| the Nidoms and Fatherleſr, for which God threatned Irael with 
his wrath andindignations; it will fall heavy upon you, when you 
you donot * fo, but alſo make many Widows, and Fatherſeſs, 
and ſtrangers from their own Land (fo far as you are permitted) 


athers from their children: does not this cry in the ears of the 
Lord ? and may you not dread and tremble before the Lord God, 
and be afraid of his heavy Judgemencs and diſpleaſure, which you 


little reſpite by abating the preſent calamicy, and you thereupon 
harden your hearts the more againſt us, and think to perſecute us 
afreſh, know that affuredly, the Lord can fall upon you afreſh with 
his Judgements, which you cannot eſcape if you perſiſt without 

— repentance and reforming; and though that many that are inno- 
cent as infants, and others (who have not contributed to thoſe 
groſs evils, and great provocations mentioned) may be taken away 
in the time of this Calamity and Peſtilence, do not you (who ate 
our Perſecutors,) thereupon think to put the cauſe of it from your 
ſelves, you being ſo deeply guilty,according to your own Confelli- 
ons; for all upon whom outwardly this may or does come, though 
occafioning their death, are not guilty of the cauſe of ies 
ned, for the Loxds going about thus to thin & thus to 
City or Nation; Both of many old aud young, was firfoccaſ 
by the greaFinquities and crying fins of Perſecution, Oppreſſion and 
unchriſtian enverſation of all ſorts; but thoſe that are innocent, 
and the righteous who are taken away from the evil to come 
(which their enemies do not conſider), they are taken away in 

| B 2 mercy, 
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hy the Plague is broken forth; your own Confeſf.on 


by going about to Baniſh innocent men from their Wives, and 
Fat 


incur by theſe youriniquities? andif che Lord ſhould give you a 
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mercy, vs to them, and their fear is not liky to their enemies fear, 
who are ſurprized with an Egyptian fear, and ready to be conſumed 
with terrors 3 who though the Lord hath ſmitten, and doth ſmĩte 
2 in the dayes of old, yer they return not to him; See Amos 4. 
And furthermore, this following Conſeſſion of your own I leave 
with you, touching theſe great and groſs abominations that are 
fouud among you, who perſecute us who are innocent herein, for 
our Conſcience and Religion , becauſe we cannot conform nor 
 Joyn with you in worſhip, among whom ſuch pom are found 
as is here confeſſed, viz. The people of Iſrael committed whoꝛe⸗ 
dom With the of Moab, and are therenot many of the 
daughters of England too like to thoſe of Moab and too many 
Zwniries among us, whoſe foznication are notozious and fcan- 
dalous in the ſight of the wozlp, who care not to conceal their a- 
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Bat why do you then keepſo {ER innocent perſons, both men 


and women thronged in priſons for their conſeienees, both in Lan- 


don and many other places, in theſe you reckon dangerpus and con- 

rows times ? And whether doth it not appear to be rather out of 
a deſign to deſtroy them, then any charitableneſs, to impriſon ſuch 
perſons in or about this City (in ſuch a place of Mortality as New- 
gate, wherein men ard liable to be infected or ſlifled till death) for 
meeting innocently together to ſetve and worſhip God in Spirit ? 
What will be the end of ſuch, both ancharitable and inhumane 
proceedings againſt innocent perſons, to confine them in ſuch placs 
of ter and cruelty? Let the rĩghteaus God judge in this caſe, 
who he either can preſerve or take away mens lives as he 
pleaſeth (and hath wonderfnlly preſerved many of his ſervants in 


that place)yet it's quite contrary to the charity pretended by you, 


either to impriſon or confine harmleſs perſons in ſuck places, to 
murder and deftroy them. | | 2 
And now we ſee, that that cuſtom of the Prieſts, aceompanying 
of the bodies of the dead unto the grave, which is acequnted 
Chriſtian and laudible, and their commending them in decent man- 


ner to their Reſt (as is ſaid) and their reading and praying over the 


dead. This they are fain to lay aſide in divers places, for fear of the 
Contagion, which their ſuperſtition will not bear them up above, 
and ſo now they can plead for no more to accompany the dead, 
then is needful for their Interring. Herein they may ſee how they 
are put to it and conſounded, and how the Judgement of God has 
appeared againſt them, and their inventions by which they have 
vexed him, till the Plague is broken forth, as of old, Pſal. 106. 29. 
but how have many of their Church exclairped againſt the people 


Piſh way, or their ſuperſtition and invention, which is counted de- 
cency; and how in many places have the bodies of the dead been 
forced from them upon this occaſion ? and not only ſo, but ſome 
of our friends at Amerſham, had both the corps rudely forced from 
them, and were lately impriſoned in Buckingham-ſhire, for accom- 
panying the dead towards the burying ground, with unparalleld 
and unreaſonable proceeding againſt the Innocent, did cry through 
the Countreys. Many and innumerable are the injuries which we 
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called Quakers, for not burying their dead according to the Po- 


have undergone ſince we were a people; but we commit our cauſe 
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of rep remains for any 
ſough an defeat 3 gw ing and inform 
t for our enemies, by often warning and intorm- 
ing chem, as not deficing the death of finners, but rather that 
they ſhould return and live; but how many have [lighted their Vilt- 
tation, and topped their ears, and made their hearts as an Adament, 

as thoſe that are haſining on their own deſtruction and | 
miſery , I leaveit to che All- ſeeing and only wiſe God, and his juſt 
witneſs in all to determine? who will rebuke Princes and Nations 
| rw own Name and ſaffering Seeds ſake, wich. which I am # 
. ET, ; 18 6 $4 


Londen, the 14th. day G. . 
6 Month, 1665. | 


